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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON POET-IN-RESIDENCE GARNERS
RECENT ACCOLADES IN UNITED STATES AND LONDON
DAYTON, Ohio- Herbert Woodward Martin's literary journey via a slave ship has led
to a national poetry award.
Martin, professor emeritus of English at the University of Dayton, is co-winner of the
1998 Mellen Poetry Prize, a national annual contest open to American w riters. The contest's
theme: "Captivity, Exploitation and the Suffering of Black People in America."
For his entry, The Log of the Vigilante, Martin will receive an undisclosed amount of cash
and a contract to have the poem published free in a hardback book. He shares the award honor
with William E. Waters, whose entry was titled Black Shadows and Through the White Looking

Glass.
"I'm very please and honored by this recognition," said Martin, "especially given its
theme. I believe there is never enough that can be written and recorded about the topic. We
cannot forget the history of slavery."
The 100-page Vigilante, an extension of Martin's dissertation, is written in vignettesspanning many decades and events throughout American history, including the writing of the
U.S. Constitution and a scene depicting a slave auction. It uses a captain's log for structure. "I
tried to imitate the form of a captain's log because of its poignancy with regard to the slave
experience," Martin said.
Along the ship's voyage, Martin draws upon many voices to tell of slave history,
including those of Thomas Jefferson, Nelson Mandella and the ghost a former slave who has
been lynched. "A lot voices were involved in this part of history," he explained. "I needed to
tell the story with a lot voices as well."
Literary styles change throughout the poem, at times encompassing the traditional
stanzas of poetry, then shifting to standard prose, gospels, sermons and dramatic soliloquies
along the way.
"I've tried to capture the various ways in which blacks have tried to communicate to one
another and talk about their dreams of freedom," he said.
Martin also took another poetry honor recently, this time across the Atlantic. While
teaching in London in June, he entered a local poetry reading contest- and won. He read "My
Mother at the End of Her Days," an original poem that describes an awkward moment when he
-over-
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was given power of attorney over his mother's financial affairs.
"The English clearly have an appreciation and awareness of poetry," Martin said. " It
was a pleasure really to perform there."
Martin's accolades come on the heels of Galileo's Suns, his newest collection of poetry.
He and fellow poet Debra Ellen Stokes (Epicurus' Dominion) have combined their works to
create the inaugural volume in a series dedicated to Paul Lawrence Dunbar, this country's first
celebrated African-American poet. Their poems make up the book Dunbar: Suns and Dominions
(Bottom Dog Press: Bowling Green State University), which was funded by the Ohio Arts
Council.
Dayton, Ohio's, first Paul Laurence Dunbar Laureate, Martin is nationally acclaimed for
his readings and interpretations of the 19th-century poet. He's feahtred on the University's Web
page dedicated to the poet at www.udayton.edu/ -dunbar I .
- 30For media interview s, contact Herb Martin at (937) 229-3439 or via e-mail at
martin@checkov.hm.udayton.edu. For a review copy of the book, call Bottom Dog Press at
(419)433-5560.
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